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�Q COURT

BY TARA BRADBURY
THE TELEGRAM

For the � rst time since his 
trial began a month ago, Bran-
don Phillips stood in the pris-
oner•s dock Friday, and not at 
the table next to his lawyers.

He lowered his head and 
looked to the � oor as the fore-
woman of the jury presented 
the verdict, after three days of 
deliberations: guilty of second-
degree murder in the shooting 
death of Larry Wellman.

Behind Phillips sat his 
mother and other supporters. 
On the other side of the gal-
lery were Wellman•s wife and 
children, in the same seats they 
had taken every day throughout 
the trial. Both parties declined 
interviews with members of the 
media after the court proceed-
ings, and Phillips, when asked 
if he had anything to say as he 
was being led out of the court-
room in handcu� s, remained 
silent.

After the proceedings, his 
lawyers, however, didn•t mince 
their words.

•Well, how would you be?Ž 
Mark Gruchy responded when 
asked how his client, who had 
no previous criminal record, 
was feeling. •� at•s the simple 
answer, I think.Ž

•Obviously Mr. Phillips is dis-
appointed,Ž added Je�  Brace. 
•We•ve been spending a long 
period of time getting ready 
for this. We certainly had a de-
gree of optimism with respect 
to certain issues regarding the 
evidence, but juries are notori-
ously unpredictable.�

See NEITHER, page A2
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Defence lawyer Mark Gruchy speaks with Brandon Phillips as he sits in the prisoner•s dock at the Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador in St. 
John•s on Friday morning awaiting the arrival of the jury with their verdict. 

Brandon Phillips convicted

BY ASHLEY FITZPATRICK
THE TELEGRAM

The Government of New-
foundland and Labrador has 
signed a deal to lock in a sup-
ply of cannabis and cannabis 
products from Canadian com-
pany Canopy Growth ahead of 
the legalization of marijuana 
for recreational use in July 
2018.

�  e deal announced Friday 
at Confederation Building in-

cludes a commitment for a 
new marijuana production 
facility in the province „ pro-
viding an estimated 145 jobs 
by the time it is up and run-
ning in 2019.

A location for the facility has 
yet to be decided, but it is ex-
pected to have the capacity to 
produce 12,000 kilograms of 
cannabis products annually. 

•I think you•ll be astounded 
at how quickly and e� ectively 
we can build things,Ž chair-

man and CEO Bruce Linton 
told reporters at Confedera-
tion Building in St. John•s, add-
ing he also sees Newfoundland 
and Labrador as a place to de-
velop new product.

•Our intent is to produce far 
more than we•re actually going 
to be able to sell here because I 
think branded product coming 
from Newfoundland is going 
to be a very successful com-
mercial enterprise,Ž he said.

See NDP , page A2
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Canopy Growth � rst into provincial market, 
with � ag stores and NLC

No dime bag: N.L. does deal 
for marijuana supply

JOE GIBBONS/THE TELEGRAM

Canopy Growth CEO Bruce Linton (left) with Minister of Tourism, Culture, 
Industry and Innovation Chris Mitchelmore at a news conference at Con-
federation Building Friday.



Sunset: 4:09 p.m. today
Sunrise: 7:38 a.m. tomorrow
Moonset: 12:16 p.m.
Moonrise: 11:21 p.m.

Dec 10
Last Qtr

Dec 18
New

Dec 26
First Qtr

Jan 01
Full

Today
Scattered ”urries (POP 
70%).
High 2, Low 1

Monday
Sunny with cloudy 
periods.
High 4, Low 0
Wednesday
Isolated showers (POP 
70%).
High 5, Low 3

Sunday
Rain (POP 90%). Winds 
southerly 44 km/h.
High 13, Low 4

Tuesday
Sunny with cloudy 
periods. Winds .
High 2, Low 0
Thursday
Sunny with cloudy 
periods.
High 7, Low 1

Today•s
UV Index:

St. John•s Tides
Date  Time ft. m.
12/09 L 5:41 a.m. 1.6 0.5
12/09 H 11:44 a.m. 4.3 1.3
12/09 L 6:44 p.m. 1.3 0.4
12/10 H 12:29 a.m. 3.6 1.1
12/10 L 6:41 a.m. 2.0 0.6
12/10 H 12:43 p.m. 3.9 1.2
12/10 L 7:41 p.m. 1.6 0.5

Argentia Tides
Date  Time ft. m.
12/09 H 12:34 a.m. 6.9 2.1
12/09 L 5:27 a.m. 2.3 0.7
12/09 H 1:07 p.m. 7.5 2.3
12/09 L 6:16 p.m. 2.6 0.8
12/10 H 1:37 a.m. 6.6 2
12/10 L 6:28 a.m. 2.6 0.8
12/10 H 2:09 p.m. 6.9 2.1
12/10 L 7:42 p.m. 3.0 0.9

Marine Forecasts
East Coast:
Today,  waves heights of 3 metres becoming 2 metres.
Tonight,  wave heights of 2 metres.
South Coast:
Today,  waves heights of 2-3 metres becoming 1-2 metres.
Tonight, winds southeasterly 20 knots with wave heights of 1-2 metres.
Southwest Coast:
Today, winds variable 10-15 knots with wave heights of 2 metres.
Tonight, winds easterly 20 knots with wave heights of 2 metres.

Today•s Almanac
Temperature . .High. . . . .Low
Yesterday. . . . .2.6° . . . . .-1.8°
Normal. . . . . . .1.4° . . . . .-4.3°
Record . . . . . . .10.6° . . . .-18.0°
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . (1957) . . .(1986)
Precipitation (in mm)
Normal. . . . . . .3.3
Record . . . . . . .19.4 (1996)
Yesterday (to 1pm). . . . . .0.1
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month . . .Year
To date. . . . . . .12.6. . . . .1012.1
Avg. to date . . .47.3. . . . .1403.8

©The Weather Network 2017

Before venturing out on the water check 
out the latest weather forecasts and marine 
conditions. This information should only be 
used as an indication of the conditions.
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FROM A1

Supply through NLC
The agreement on supply 

„ two years, with a one-year 
renewal option „ sees mari-
juana available from Canopy 
Growth•s existing production 
facilities in Canada for the 
start of legalization in 2018, 
but does not legally require 
the Newfoundland and Lab-
rador Liquor Corp. (NLC) to 
source from the company. 

�ere is no minimum pur-
chase requirement, only 
agreed availability. 

�at said, demand will as-
sure purchase.

As announced, the NLC is 
covering the business and 
logistics of sourcing marijuana 
to meet demand on an ongoing 
basis. �e NLC will also oper-
ate the initial legal sales plat-
form online for the province 
and will licence the province•s 
front-end retail stores for ma-
rijuana. Canopy Growth gets 
four brand stores in-province 
as a part of its deal.

�e agreement announced 
Friday fundamentally as-
sures the province „ with no 

existing, licensed growers „ 
will have a secure supply in 
time for legalization.

Canopy Growth is being de-
scribed as an anchor company, 
and Minister of Tourism, Cul-
ture, Industry and Innovation 
Chris Mitchelmore told repor-
ters the government remains 
open for business „ open to 
hearing from companies in-
terested in supplying through 
the NLC, alongside Canopy 
Growth products. 

Further details of deal
�e company is required to 

spend at least $40 million to 
build its new production fa-
cility in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. Linton said the ex-
pectation, based on past ex-
perience, is it will cost more 
than that.

But the $40-million amount 
is the cap set for an incentive 
offered by the Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
as part of its deal with the 
company, whereby a particu-
lar amount of every sale (10 
per cent at a company store; 
five per cent of an online sale; 
three per cent of another store 

certified as a seller by the 
NLC) will stay with Canopy 
Growth instead of the NLC, to 
contribute to the construction 
costs of the new production 
facility.

�e company expects to be 
able to recoup up to $40 mil-
lion of its construction costs 
over time, by getting a dis-
count on the amount it is re-
quired to pay to government 
on each sale. Once those costs 
are recovered, the company 
will return to full remittance.

$1 million in new R&D
�e province has announced 

Canopy Growth will also 
spend $100,000 annually over 
�ve years on new research and 
development in the province. 

Another $100,000 a year 
over �ve years will be spent 
by the provincial government 
on the same, but Mitchelmore 
said that government spend-
ing will be to research e�orts 
apart from the company, for 
a total of $1 million of new 
spending in-province.

Canopy Growth is required 
to have a cannabis education 
program for its sta�, assure its 

corporate responsibility plan 
applies in-province and have 
a gender diversity and equity 
plan for its production facility.

�e agreement with Canopy 
Growth comes the morning 
after the close of the House of 
Assembly for the holiday sea-
son.

NDP says •major giveaway•
NDP Leader Lorraine Mi-

chael said the government was 
disingenuous in responses 
to questions this week in the 
House of Assembly.

•Giving away agricultural 
production to an international 
corporation is a missed op-
portunity for community eco-
nomic development,Ž Michael 
stated in a news release.

•Government promised 
benefits to Newfoundland and 
Labrador private businesses, 
yet are giving this giant exter-
nal corporation what amounts 
to a retail monopoly. As we in 
this province know well, such 
arrangements will see the bulk 
of cannabis profits removed 
from our provincial economy.Ž

ashley.fitzpatrick@thetelegram.com

�Q POLITICS

NDP calls deal another resource giveaway

FROM A1

•I can•t overstate my overall 
disappointment with the out-
come here today.Ž

Phillips• case will be called in 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Supreme Court again next Fri-
day, when a date will be set to 
address sentencing. While a life 
sentence is mandatory with a 
second-degree murder convic-
tion, the eligibility for parole 
can vary, from 10 to 25 years.

Justice Valerie Marshall, who 
will decide Phillips• parole eligi-
bility, asked the jurors for their 
recommendations on an appro-
priate time period within that 
frame if they wanted to provide 
them, and requested they con-
sider Phillips• character as well 
as the circumstance of the mur-
der. �e jurors provided their 
recommendations on paper, 
and they will be sealed from 
public view.

Brace and Gruchy say they 
feel good about their chances 
when it comes to parole.

•We•re not there, yet, but I 
feel very good we have an excel-
lent argument for a lower par-
ole eligibility period,Ž Gruchy 
told reporters.

�e defence lawyers hinted at 
the possibility of an appeal ap-
plication, but said they would 
take some time to contemplate 
and consult with Phillips before 
making any decision. Phillips 
has the �nal say on the matter, 
they said.

Crown prosecutors Mark 
Heerema and Shauna MacDon-
ald „ called in from Nova Sco-
tia for the case, in an e�ort to 
avoid a con�ict of interest given 
Phillips• girlfriend at the time of 
the murder was Premier Dwight 
Ball•s daughter, Jade „ told re-
porters they were pleased with 
the verdict, but it wasn•t a cause 
for celebration.

•�e end of it is it•s not going 
to bring Mr. Wellman back, so 
there•s nothing particularly 
happy or something to cele-
brate today,Ž Heerema said. 
•But certainly there was a lot 
of e�ort in the RNC•s very thor-
ough investigation and we are 
very pleased with the verdict.Ž

MacDonald said she and 
Heerema would determine 

what their recommendation on 
parole eligibility will be over the 
next few days, and will review 
the case to determine whether 
or not to appeal the second-de-
gree murder verdict.

•It•s too soon to be thinking 
in those terms,Ž she said. •We 
certainly always review any ver-
dict and any legal decisions that 
have been made along with our 
colleagues in appeals and that•s 
done over the next number of 
days after the dust settles.Ž

Phillips, 29, entered the Cap-
tain•s Quarters hotel on Kings 
Bridge Road in St. John•s just 
before midnight on Oct. 3, 2015, 
wearing a mask and armed with 
a loaded, sawed-o� pump-ac-
tion shotgun. After demanding 
money from the lone bartender, 
he was confronted by Wellman, 
who asked him why he was 
pointing a gun at the woman.

•Buddy, get the f---,Ž Phil-
lips replied. •�is one•s f---ing 
loaded.Ž

Surveillance video recorded 
the murder.�

Wellman, 63, was a native 
of Corner Brook, a former �re-
fighter and a construction 
project manager, living with 
his long-term partner, Linda 
McBay, in Goose Bay. The 
couple were in St. John•s house 
hunting and to visit McBay•s 
mother while Wellman was on 
a two-week turnaround from 
work, and had decided to go 
to the hotel bar for a couple of 
drinks and to play the VLTs be-

cause it was quiet there. Well-
man attempted to stop the 
robbery, and McBay is seen and 
heard on video trying to get her 
husband away from Phillips.

•Save your husband,Ž Phillips 
tells her as she tries to pull Well-
man away. •Save his life.Ž

In an apparent attempt to dis-
arm Phillips, Wellman picked 
up a small table and thrust it 
at him, appearing to strike the 
gun. Phillips then shot Wellman 
in the groin, hitting his femoral 
artery.

•Now!Ž Phillips shouted after 
the shot, then, •Give me my f--
-ing money!Ž He stepped over 
Wellman, who was lying, bleed-
ing, on the �oor, to get behind 
the bar to try to get money from 
the cash register. He ended up 
leaving empty-handed.

Wellman died hours later in 
hospital.

�e morning after the mur-
der, police located a navy toque 
with eye holes cut in it on the 
street behind the hotel, which 
experts testified contained a 
single particle of gunshot resi-
due on the outside and Phil-
lips• DNA on the inside. Upon 
executing a search warrant at 
30A Quidi Vidi Rd., where Phil-
lips lived, police seized the gun, 
wrapped in a hoodie and hidden 
underneath a couch cushion, as 
well as a pair of sneakers bear-
ing Wellman•s DNA on the tread 
and Phillips• on the laces and 
tongue. �ey also found, hidden 
in a knee wall next to a water 

and sewer pipe, a broken piece 
of wood that �t pieces found at 
the hotel and matched the gun.

Firearms expert Laura Know-
les from the RCMP•s forensic 
lab in Ottawa testi�ed she had 
examined the gun, and found it 
to discharge consistently when 
hit with a rubber mallet, with-
out a trigger pull.�

Phillips• lawyers argued the 
gun had discharged accident-
ally when Wellman struck it 
with the table. MacDonald and 
Heerema pointed out Phillips 
had chosen to bring the loaded 
gun, and had been prepared to 
use it to get money.

An o�cer testi�ed Jade Ball 
had been a person of interest in 
the case for a number of days, 
and was under surveillance 
along with Phillips on the day 
after the shooting. Her DNA 
had been collected from a cast-
o� cigarette or gum, but was 
never tested and she was never 
charged with anything in con-
nection with the murder.

Neither Jade nor Dwight Ball 
was called to testify at the trial, 
despite being on the witness 
list. Brace and Gruchy called no 
witnesses during the trial.

Phillips• father, Eric Squires, 
is also serving a sentence for 
murder: he was sent to prison 
in 1998 on a �rst-degree murder 
charge for the stabbing death of 
Nina Walsh two years earlier.

�Tara.bradbury@thetelegram.com 
Twitter: @tara_bradbury

�Q COURT

Neither Crown nor defence 
rules out an appeal

TARA BRADBURY/THE TELEGRAM
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OWNING  PROPERTY IS THE SINGLE BEST WAY  
OF MAKING  AN INVESTMENT  AND ENJOYING  
ITS USE AT THE SAME TIME .

Sylvia Skinner
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687-1008
Email: sskinnerremax@gmail.com
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BY ASHLEY FITZPATRICK
THE TELEGRAM

�e latest sitting of the House 
of Assembly finished up this 
week, with a collection of pro-
posed legislation making it 
through before close, with few 
changes.

�ere was an amendment to 
the new Prescription Monitor-
ing Act. �e Act now provides 
for two prescribers (doctors) 
and two dispensers on a related 
professional advisory commit-
tee, as opposed to one prescriber 
and one dispenser in the original 
bill.

But much of the legislation 
went through as-is.

So what has been accom-
plished? 

As mentioned, the province 
now has something in place to 
provide for monitoring of pre-
scription drugs, speci�cally opi-
oids. 

Health Minister John Haggie 
has described it as an important 
contribution to the e�orts to ad-
dress opioid addictions and the 
illegal drug trade.

Government now has guid-
ance for a Serious Incident 
Response Team „ able to in-
dependently investigate cases 
arising involving police o�cers 
from the Royal Newfoundland 
Constabulary or locally sta-
tioned Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. Justice Minister Andrew 
Parsons said the team, to be put 
in place in the coming months, 
is needed to reassure the public 
when serious cases come about, 
to maintain public trust for the 
forces. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
will now be able to issue gender-
neutral birth certificates and 
driver•s licences.

Changes to the Liquor Cor-
poration Act have laid the 
groundwork for the introduc-
tion of legal marijuana sales in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Reporting on the deaths of 
children and youth in govern-
ment care to the independent 
O�ce of the Child and Youth 
Advocate will now be manda-
tory by law, assuring the ad-
vocate will be aware of these 
deaths and serious injuries.

�ere are new penalties for of-
fences under the Securities Act, 

and separately a new registrar 
will be introduced for pre-paid 
funeral services.

Fines are being upped for 
certain Highway Tra�c Act of-
fences. And more.

�e changes will come into ef-
fect on di�ering dates, following 
Lt.-Gov. Frank Fagan•s sign o� 
�ursday, as per the individual 
texts (For more: assembly.nl.ca). 

Before closing this week, there 
was time given over in the House 
to each party leader, with all tak-
ing a moment to recognize sta� 
and the larger public service, 
ahead of the holiday season.

Progressive Conservative 
Leader Paul Davis, MHA for 
Topsail-Paradise, took the op-
portunity to thank Speaker 
Perry Trimper for his profession-
alism since taking over the role. 

Trimper, also the MHA for 
Lake Melville, was elected to the 
Speaker•s chair in August.

Davis noted the Speaker had 
made a point to be at Govern-
ment House earlier in the day, 
for the swearing in of the new 
MHA for Mount Pearl North, 
Jim Lester. Lester was able to get 
a single day in before the House 
closed.

•In my time here „ in the last 
seven, almost eight years here „ 
it•s the �rst time that I recall the 
Speaker attending the swearing 
in of a member through a by-
election, so I wanted to acknow-
ledge that,Ž Davis said, adding he 
feels things have run well under 
Trimper•s chairmanship.

Davis also spoke to overall 
interest in the House in best 
outcomes for the people of the 
province. 

•I would not hesitate at any 
time to approach any minister 
on the government side and 
ask them for their assistance 
and support in trying to resolve 
a matter for a constituent,Ž he 
said.

Premier Dwight Ball took a 
moment to acknowledge all 
representatives, including those 
across the aisle, for challenges 
to government in sometimes 
heated debate.

Members now return to their 
districts. �e House of Assembly 
is scheduled to sit again Feb. 26, 
2018.

ashley.�tzpatrick@thetelegram.com

�Q POLITICS

House of Assembly wraps 
up for session

�Q MUSIC

•Every single one of them as a personal sense  
of music and song,• says Zack Werner

THE TELEGRAM�
�e SingNL competition has 

become a home for performers 
who break the mold of people•s 
expectations, says Zack Wer-
ner.

As the second season of the 
province-wide singing con-
test wraps up with the �nale 
round Sunday night, Werner 
„ who established the contest 
in partnership with �e Tele-
gram „ feels the remaining 
participants are a good mix of 
talented, hard-working, driven 
singers, each with their own 
unique gifts.

Six singers have made it to 
the �nale in each of two cat-
egories.

Julianna Tschaja of Portugal 
Cove-St. Phillip•s, Haley Peddle 
of Hodge•s Cove, Meghan Breen 
of Mount Pearl, Rachel Waddle-
ton of Mount Pearl, Jesse Lahey 
of St. John•s and T.J. Hogan of 
St. John•s will perform in the 
youth category (ages eight to 
14), while Fogo•s Mike Penton, 
Ally Noseworthy of Spaniard•s 
Bay, Evelyn Ryan of C.B.S., and 
Ti�any Richards, Rebecca Mer-
cer and Emily Ball of St. John•s 
will compete in the adult cat-
egory, for ages 15 and up.

•�e talent on the youth side 
has been really exciting, espe-
cially seeing growth in those 
who came back from last sea-
son,Ž says Werner, who•s a 
musician, entertainment law-
yer, founder of Venus Records 
and former •Canadian IdolŽ 
judge. 

•It makes me understand 
how much an opportunity like 
SingNL can o�er as part of the 
journey young people under-
take when they commit to 
music

•On the adult side, I•m 
thrilled to have such a unique 
mix of artistic singers. Every 
single one of them has a per-
sonal sense of music and song.Ž

�e second season of SingNL 
started with close to a hundred 
singers, whittled down through 
an audition process and weekly 
competitions held at the Bella 
Vista in St. John•s. 

As with the previous rounds, 
the �nale will be broadcast live 
on The Telegram•s Facebook 
page. �is time, however, the 
public will have a chance to 
have their say: the winner in 

each category will be crowned 
based on votes from the live 
audience, a panel of judges, and 
the online audience. 

Online viewers will be able 
to cast their vote with a button 
on www.thetelegram.com once 
the show begins at 6:30 Sunday 
evening.

For those wishing to attend 
the �nale live, tickets are $20 at 
the door of the Bella Vista ($15 
for seniors and students and 
children six and under get in 
free with a non-perishable food 
donation, which will be given 
to the Community Food Shar-
ing Network). �e door opens 
at 6 p.m.

The two winners will each 
receive a prize package includ-
ing a two-song, professionally-
recorded demo; a music video 
produced by Up Sky Down �lms 
and featured on �e Telegram 
website; a photoshoot with 
photographer Amy Fitzpatrick; 
a social media plan and web-
page design by Worldbeat En-
tertainment and social media 
expert Mary Sorani; � a one-

hour lifestyle and media con-
sultation with Toronto-based 
�tness and lifestyle coach and 
former TV producer Caleigh 
Rykiss; a one-hour consulta-
tion with entertainment lawyer 
Greg Stephens, who represents 
a number of Canadian artists 
and independent recording 
and production companies; one 
month of private vocal coach-
ing with Zack Werner and Idol 
School NL; showcase perform-
ances at the Rockhouse and the 
Black Sheep; an electronic press 
kit, including a live recording 
and an interview video shoot 
sponsored by Academy Canada, 
and a guest appearance on Rog-
ers TV`s •NL Now.Ž

•�e competition continues 
to not be about winning, but 
about personal challenge and 
community building,Ž says 
Werner. •I•m so grateful for my 
partnership with �e Telegram, 
that they understand and help 
me send this message to the 
province.Ž

telegram@thetelegram.com

KEITH GOSSE/THE TELEGRAM

Meghan Breen performs •YellowŽ during the Sing NL semi-�nals in the youth category at the Bella Vista in St. 
John•s Nov. 26. Breen is one of the junior �nalists in the �nale of Sing NL Season 2, going ahead Sunday evening 
at the Bella Vista in St. John•s.

Season 2  
SingNL winners 
to be crowned 
Sunday night
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AIl offers are effective October 15 - December 15, 2017 when you present this ad at participating Atlantic Honda Dealers, OAC. Prices may differ depending on vehicle model and year. *Should you find a lower advertised price within thirty (30) days before or after the purchase of qualifying tires from
a participating Honda dealer, present the Honda dealer where you purchased or intend to purchase qualifying tires with proof of the advertised price and they will match the lower price. Offer does not apply to quotes or advertised prices from outside Canada, online auction sites, wholesalers, online
retailers that have no physical stores in Canada, closeout/liquidation/clearance sales, advertising errors or misprints or restricted offers. Subject to stock availability. Qualifying tires must be purchased and installed at a participating Honda dealer in Canada. Advertised item must: (i) bean in-stock
brand, excluding Bridgestone, be of the same brand, size, model, sidewall, speed and load rating; (ii) be sold through an authorized retailer locatedin Canada; and (iii) be in Canadian dollars. Lowest Price Guarantee does not apply to costs associated with labour, valve stems, mounting/balancing,
disposal fees and taxes. Some restrictions apply. **Tire offer of $359.88 is for a set of 4 - 15Ž Uniroyal Tiger Paw Ice and Snow III - 205/65R15. Excludescosts associated with installation, valve stems, mounting/ balancing, disposal fees and taxes. Environmental fees may be extra in certain regions.
A $40 mail-in manufacturer rebate has been applied to the total price. Full mail-in rebate details are available directly from the individual tire manufacturer. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. Ask your Honda dealer for details.

If you find a lower advertised price within 30 days
of purchasing any of our selected tire brands, your
local Honda dealer will match the lower price!*

HONDA TIRE SOURCE
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE*

Honda Winter
Tire Package $359.88**

Set of 4 starting from only

The Right Tires At
The Right Price!

*

Book your appointment online today at honda.ca�

It•s Always Magic Season In A Honda

Payment
includes freight
and P.D.I.
24,000 km/yr
lease

$63
**

2018 Civic Sedan LX 6MT lease from

Weekly Lease
Down
Payment

Security
Deposit

$0$0

Honda Civic
Canada•s19Time Best Selling Car...

Just LikeMagic

� You ALWAYS get
more going in a Honda

€ HIGH RESALE VALUE / LOW COST OF OWNERSHIP
€ LEADING HONDA TECHNOLOGY € AFFORDABLE € RELIABLE
€ FUEL EFFICIENT € ADVANCED SAFETY € FUN TO DRIVE

2018 Civic Sedan LX

Genuine Honda
Accessories

Ask About
atlantichondadealers.ca

*

�Q JUSTICE

Violence against women and girls meeting sees call for task force from attendees

BY DAVID MAHER
THE TELEGRAM

One in two women above the 
age of 15 years old will experi-
ence some form of violence in 
their lives. Indigenous women 
are �ve times more likely to be 
killed from violence than non-
indigenous women.

About 100 advocates, front-
line workers, members of 
government, and experts on 
violence against women and 
girls in the province met on 
Friday for a full-day session to 
identify how to bring an end to 
such startling statistics.

Attendees were in working 
groups, with their discussions 
recorded to help inform future 
policy by the Department of 
Justice.

Linda Ross, co-chair of the 
Minister•s Committee on Vio-
lence Against Women and 
Girls, hosted the meeting, 
and said the meeting brought 
together a diversity of voices 
toward the cause.

She says the behaviour 
that leads to violence against 
women happens every day.

•It is quite disturbing, the 
kind of behaviours that are ac-
cepted,Ž said Ross. 

•You need to name it. 
Everything from the sexist 
comments, the degrading com-
ments in the workplace or at a 
party. We have to become in-
tolerant of that kind of behav-
iour if we really are looking to 
end violence.Ž

Jenny Wright, executive dir-
ector of the St. John•s Status 
of Women•s Council, did not 
attend Friday•s session, after a 
second invitation from the De-
partment of Justice didn•t make 
it to her o�ce. 

She says she•s happy the 
meeting happened, but she•s 
tired of the talk.

•�ere•s a great deal of ex-
pertise in that room. I•m happy 
for that. But let me tell you how 
many committees on violence 
against women that I currently 
sit on,Ž said Wright.

•We•ve had report after re-
port after report. One right after 
the other. And what is happen-
ing in this province? Domestic 
violence is on the rise.Ž

Along with Wright, each 
person who spoke with The 
Telegram on Friday called for 
a taskforce on ending violence 
against women and girls in this 
province.

St. John•s Centre MHA Gerry 
Rogers says the people who 
want to do the work don•t need 
another committee to tell them 
what to do. 

•All the people doing the 
front-line work, they know the 
issues, they know what needs 
to be done. �ey•re saying the 
time for action is now,Ž said 

Rogers.
Kim Campbell-McLean, exec-

utive director of the Ananau-

Katiget Tumingit Regional 
Association, a Labrador-based 
women•s group,

says Indigenous women and 
girls are the most at-risk for 
violence and need help now.

•Aboriginal women are 3 
1/2 times more likely to be as-
saulted than a non-indigenous 
woman. An indigenous woman 
is �ve times more likely to be 
killed from a violent act over a 
non-indigenous woman,Ž said 
Campbell-McLean. 

•We•ve talked and talked and 
talked about these issues. We 
know what needs to happen, 
we know where it needs to hap-
pen, we just need the resources 
to be able to do it.Ž

Val Barter, executive direc-
tor of the Coalition Against 
Violence Avalon East says that 
while she recognizes money is 
tight for the government, if the 

government really takes this 
issue seriously, more resources 
have to be provided.

•We need more funding, 
more resources, more support 
for the women and girls in our 
province,Ž said Barter.

•You look at the stats and 
they•re staggering. One out of 
two women in Newfoundland 
and Labrador over 15 will ex-
perience some type of violence. 
�e sexual assault centre re-
ceived the most crisis calls in 
its history this year. And we•re 
all still running on that shoe-
string budget.Ž

In a news release, Justice 
Minister Andrew Parsons 
stated Friday•s meeting was a 
�rst step toward ending vio-
lence against women and girls. 

Less talk, more action called for

Jenny Wright Gerry Rogers
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You’ll be going
oui, oui, oui
all the way home.

January 19th, 2018 
Purchase Tickets in-store* or nlcevents.com

�"�K�l�&���B�g�`�f���k�$���E�g�m�f�l���H�]arl, Paradise and Long Pond Liquor Stores

Great
Christmas
Gift Idea

+ HST

Tickets
$99

A gran� samplin� of

 2013 an� 2014 vintage�

nlcevents.com

MORGAN•S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

BIRCH HILLS, BAY ROBERTS 
786-2100  TOLL FREE: 1-800-786-7172
www.morgansfurniture.com
TUESDAY … SATURDAY  9AM … 5PMOPEN
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SUPERSTYLE

DURHAM

LEATHERCRAFTCANADEL

ELRAN

HEARTLAND

ACCROCOLLEGE

To learn more about influenza and upcoming clinics in your area:

Visit our website: www.easternhealth.ca/FluClinics
Call the flu clinic line: 709-752-7850 (St. John•s and surrounding areas)

1-877-925-2100 (toll-free)

7553505

THE TELEGRAM
  �  e RCMP has charged 12 people with 

impaired driving related charges as part 
of its National Impaired Driving initiative 
held on Dec. 2.

Of these drivers, six were charged with 
impaired by alcohol, six received roadside 
suspensions of 90 days or greater for alco-
hol, four received roadside suspensions of 
2 to 14 days for alcohol and two received 
suspensions for drug impaired driving.

•�  ese drivers were stopped by police 
before something more serious happened, 
but we know that the consequences of 
impaired driving can be tragic and life 
altering for many people in our commun-
ities,Ž RCMP Supt. Holly Turton stated in 
a news release.

•Impaired drivers put everyone on the 
road at risk. We can all play an import-
ant role in reducing the chances of a ser-

ious or fatal crash by arranging for a 
designated driver or alternative trans-
portation during the busy holiday sea-
son and throughout the entire year.Ž
�  ese drivers were located at the 61 
checkpoints held throughout the 
province from the more than 2,500 
vehicles stopped by the RCMP, which 
conducted the checkpoints across the 
region to ensure drivers on the prov-
ince•s roadways are sober and educated 
about the dangers of getting behind 
the wheel while impaired by alcohol or 
drugs.

National Impaired Driving En-
forcement Day is a co-ordinated im-
paired driving enforcement initiative 
launched by the RCMP in conjunction 
with National Safe Driving Week.

thetelegram@thetelegram.com

�Q JUSTICE

More than 2,500 vehicles stopped during National 
Impaired Driving Enforcement Day on Dec. 2

RCMP charges 
12 with impaired driving

JOE GIBBONS/THE TELEGRAM

As part of their Newfoundland and Labrador cultural studies class, students from Mount Pearl Senior High School presented a good ol• Newfoundland kitchen party at the Pearl Home 
seniors living residence on Park Avenue in  Thursday morning. Here, Marilyn Brown, a native of Green•s Pond, T.B., and resident of the home, enjoys a scu�  with the student mummers.

�Q Mummers •llowed in
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NEW GIFT IDEAS 
FOR CHRISTMAS

RUM RAGGED
At Christmas

CHRIS STAPLETON
Songs From A Room

Vol. 2

SHARON JONES & 
THE DAP-KINGS
Soul Of A Women

GORD DOWNEY
Introduce Yerself

SAM SMITH
The Thrill Of It All

NATHANIEL RATELIFF 
& THE NIGHT SWEATS

Live At Red Rocks

BRAD JEFFORD
Before The Rain
Tasty Solo Guitar

SEAN MCCANN
There•s A Place

TAYLOR SWIFT
Reputation

ROMANO DI NILLO
Come From The Bays
Only •Come From Away• 

NFLD Musician
& Special Guests

BELA FLECK & 
ABIGAIL WASHBURN

Echo in the Valley

GREEN DAY
Greatest Hits

- God•s Favorite Band

MATT MAYS
Once Upon a Hell 

of a Time

U2
Songs of Experience 

Deluxe

ROSEMARY LAWTON
Painted Glass

+ Special Guests

SWINGING BELLES
Jingle Belles

SHOP NEWFOUNDLAND 
MUSIC ONLINE

FREDSRECORDS.COM

CHRIS ANDREWS
A Bit Of Wear 

And Tear

BUDDY WASISNAME 
& THE 

OTHER FELLERS
Last Laff DVD

New From Newfoundland

KELLIE LODER 
Benefit Of The Doubt

ORIGINAL CAST
Come From Away

Huge Christmas Section
JAMES HURLEY 

Nightscapes
Solo Piano

DUO CONCERTANTE
Perfect Light 

Christmas Collection

DANIEL TAYLOR 
& TRINITY CHOIR

The Tree Of Life
More Titles In Stock

CELTIC WOMAN
The Best Of 
Christmas

FROM STAGE 
TO STAGE

A Very Blasty 
Christmas

Gifts For Everyone

THE TRAGICALLY HIP
A National Celebration

DVD & Blu-ray

FRED•S STUFF
TOTES, PATCHES,
MUGS, T-SHIRTS,
SLIP-MATS, PINS

198 Duckworth Street opposite the War Memorial

OPEN WEEKNITES TIL 9
SAT TIL 6, SUN 12-5

LOTS OF VINYL! HUGE SELECTION!

STOCKINGSTUFFERS
LOADS
OF CDS
UNDER

$10

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
Let them decide !

RUBE & RAKE
Back and Forth

Stunning Vocal Harmony 
Acoustic Folk

VINYL BOX SETS
Bob Marley, Metallica, Wilco 
Dylan, Rolling Stones, Rush, 

Johnny Cash, Smiths ++

ALL HIP 
HERE!

MAUDIE  
DVD

Now In Stock!

Krista HearnAnne Marie Murphy

57 Old Pennywell Road,
St. John's, NL A1E 6A8 709.739.0999

www.qualitycarehearing.ca

HEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS
This Christmas, Quality Care Hearing 

wants to give a deserving person the gift 
of hearing - with a gift of the best hearing 

aids we have to offer!
You could win! Email us and tell us your story, and why you think

you should win this pair. Submissions must be received by
Thursday, December 14th, 2017. Submit to: info@qualitycarehearing.ca
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BY DANETTE DOOLEY
SALTWIRE NETWORK

Neither she nor her family had any 
idea her habits were symptoms of Tour-
ette syndrome (TS), a neuro-develop-
mental disorder that causes people to 
make involuntary sounds and move-
ments called tics.

•I started getting tics at about the 
same time I got glasses. We thought it 
was because of the glasses,Ž Tara Bannis-
ter said during a recent phone interview.

Bannister•s son, Ben, who is now 12, 
was diagnosed with TS four years ago. 
She suspects her seven-year-old son, 
Mitchell, may also have TS.

•When Benjamin started developing 
tics I thought he was just picking up on 
it because he saw me doing it,Ž Bannister 
said.

TS is both embarrassing and painful, 
Bannister said.

•People are staring at you, but you 
can•t help what you are doing. It•s like 
trying to hold in a sneeze. Your body 
just has to do it. And the more you try to 
�ght it, the stronger (the tic) becomes,Ž 
she said.

Tics come and go over time and can 
vary in type, frequency, location and se-
verity.

As for pain associated with tics, Ban-
nister said, her son had a tic where he•d 
violently snap his head forward and then 
back.

•He would cry all the time because it 
hurt so bad. He thought he was going to 
break his neck. And he had a tic a couple 
of weeks ago where his eyes would roll 
up into his head and his head would 
shake back and forth at the same time. 
He had really bad headaches.

•He went for two weeks where he 
could barely see anything.Ž

Bannister knows all too well how pain-
ful tics can be.

•I have this one (tic) where if I•m walk-
ing and if I don•t hold on to anything like 
a shopping cart or a stroller or some-
body•s hand ... my left shoulder and left 
elbow will pop out of joint. And that•s 
painful,Ž she said.

Bannister said TS is stigmatized be-

cause of coprolalia, the involuntary 
utterance of obscenities, profanities and 
derogatory remarks.

However, she said, most people with 
TS do not have that particular tic.

According to Tourette Canada•s web-
site, it is a common misconception that 
the main symptom of TS is swearing. 
While up to 10 per cent of people with 
TS may experience coprolalia at some 
point, the website notes that, as with all 
tics, the behaviour is not intentional.

Support group
Bannister said when Benjamin was 

diagnosed with TS, it came as a relief to 
the child.

•He was so happy that he �nally had 
an answer to everything that he was 
doing,Ž she said.

Benjamin, who also has dyslexia, 
doesn•t let anything hold him back, his 
mother said. He has a 90 per cent aver-
age in school and is assistant captain of 
his peewee hockey team.

Bannister said while her son was re-
lieved with the TS diagnosis, she and her 
husband had no idea where to turn for 
support.

•We were completely lost,Ž she said.
Bannister turned to the internet to 

learn more about the syndrome and is 
now looking to establish a support group 
for anyone in central Newfoundland 
who has TS.

She explains on the Facebook page 
•Tourette Syndrome Support, in Central 
Newfoundland and LabradorŽ that the 
group•s main purpose is to ask ques-
tions, get answers and have somewhere 
to go where people understand each 
other.

•I want people to feel included and to 
know they are not alone,Ž she said.

Bannister is also organizing a Trek 
for Tourette in March 2018 during TS 
Awareness Month.

Bannister believes many people have 
TS but have not been diagnosed. She 
hopes that by telling her family•s story, 
people will understand more about the 
syndrome.

•We are hoping that by raising aware-
ness, Tourette•s will be an accepted dis-

order in our society, rather than a taboo 
one,Ž she said.

About Tourette syndrome
Tourette Canada (www.tourette.ca) 

describes tics as sudden, intermittent, 
repetitive, unpredictable, purposeless, 
non-rhythmic, involuntary movements 
or sounds.

Tics that produce movement are 
called motor tics, while those that pro-

duce sound are called vocal or phonic 
tics. Tics can be either simple or com-
plex, and may include eye blinking, facial 
grimacing, sniffing, coughing, throat-
clearing, shoulder shrugging and head 
jerking.

Complex tics include such things as 
touching objects, jumping or spinning 
around.

danette@nl.rogers.com

�Q PEOPLE

Grand Falls-Windsor family �ghts negative stereotypes of neuro-developmental disorder

Taming Tourette

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Bannister family of Grand Falls-Windsor (from left): Benjamin, 12, Tara, Paisley, four 
months, Mitchell, 7, Darryl and Charlie, 4.
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Visit transat.com or contact your
travel agent for more great deals.
Santa•s Come Early Sale: Buy 1, Get 1 at 50% off is valid on new indi-
vidual bookings (not valid on groups) made December 8 to 21, 2017, for 
travel December 8, 2017 to April 30, 2018. Applicable on select vacation 
packages to the South and Florida (excluding cruises) and speci“ c depar-
ture and returns dates. Online Prices: 50% reduction for second passenger 
is distributed as 25% per person and is re” ected in the price shown based 
on double occupancy, minimum 7 nights stay. Offer subject to availability 
at time of booking and subject to change without prior notice. Flights are 
from St.John•s via Air Transat. For full details, terms and conditions, refer 
to transat.com. Transat is a division of Transat Tours Canada Inc., and is 
registered as a travel wholesaler in Ontario (Reg. #50009486) with of“ ces 
at 191 The West Mall, Suite 800, Etobicoke, ON M9C 5K8.

$699
Blau Natura Park 
Beach Eco Resort 
& Spa 3 1/2 �+
7 nts | Apr 5
+ $408 txs/fees

•

SANTA•S COME EARLY SALE

On select winter vacation packages to the South booked by December 21

50% O
F

FBUY 1
GET 1 With 115 locations nationwide

1-800-600- 17 55
www.legrowstravel.ca

When the weather takes a turn, 
take your exercise indoors. 

The Works indoor walking & running track is open to everyone. 
No membership required. 

Check us out online for more information.

7565180

Write a letter. Change a life.
Join us for Write for Rights

to celebrate
Human Rights Day!

Shackelia Jackson - Harassed for standing up to police violence.
@ Rebecca Hendin

7571210

Sunday, December 10th, 
12:00 pm … 5:00 pm

Jumping Bean Café, 
37 Elizabeth Ave.

Or visit www.writeathon.ca

�Q LUCK

THE TELEGRAM 
Bell Island•s Leslie Byrne 

moved back to Newfoundland 
and Labrador in October from 
Ontario to be closer to his in-
law.

Now he•s the latest lottery 
winner.

Byrne won $294,954, the 
second prize on the Nov. 25 
Lotto 6/49 draw.

•It•s a good omen,Ž Byrne said 
in a news release from Atlantic 
Lottery. A regular lottery player, 
Byrne had bought two tickets: 
one with his regular numbers, 
and one with Insta Pik numbers. 

•Everything was normal, just 
felt the same as always,Ž he said.

When he was checking his 
tickets, he knew something was 
di� erent.

•I was sitting at the table 
checking my numbers, and they 
kept matching up,Ž he said. •I 
got pretty excited, I was shak-
ing. I always play, and I always 
say •It•s a win,• but this time it 
really was.Ž

Byrne•s Insta Pik ticket, with 
automatically generated num-
bers, was the big winner, Atlan-
tic Lottery said.

Byrne said he and his wife 
would use the funds to buy their 
� rst home next summer. 

Lotto King Kiosk in the Vil-
lage Mall in St. John•s sold the 
winning ticket and will receive 
a one-per-cent seller•s prize.

telegram@thetelegram.com
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bell Island native Leslie Byrne moved back home to Newfoundland and Labrador and won a sizable lottery prize. 

N.L. man says lottery win a •good omen• after moving home 

THE TELEGRAM
A class-action lawsuit involving colpos-

copy patients at the Miramichi Regional 
Hospital that St. John•s lawyer Ches 
Crosbie was co-counsel in, has reached 
a proposed settlement it was announced 
Friday.

Crosbie partnered with Wagners law 
firm in Halifax to sue the Miramichi 
Regional Hospital on behalf of patients of 
the colposcopy clinic.

The case surrounded nearly 2,500 
women who may have a risk of infection 
of Hepatitis and/or HIV as a result of the 
use of unsterilized forceps that were used 
at the Miramichi Regional Hospital in 
New Brunswick.

�  e settlement provides for a C$1.275-
million payment that will be used to pay 
each class member who submits a claim 
form within the time provided. If ap-
proved, the settlement approval notice 
and claim form will be mailed to class 
members.

Each person submitting a claim form 
will be entitled to no less than C$350, but 
not exceeding $1,000. In addition, the 
legal fees, costs of notifying class mem-

bers and the cost of distributing the pay-
ments will be covered if the settlement is 
approved.

•We are pleased to have reached a fair 
resolution of this matter,Ž Ray Wagner, 
Q.C., of the law � rm Wagners in Halifax 
said in a news release.

•We believe that the proposed settle-
ment provides for reasonable compen-
sation for class members and avoids 
protracted litigation,Ž he added.

�  e court must approve the settlement.
If the settlement is approved, it will 

apply to all class members, which is de-
� ned as follows: 

All persons living as of the e� ective 
date (the date the court approves the 
settlement) who were patients of the col-
poscopy clinic at the Miramichi Regional 
Hospital who received correspondence in 
2013 from the Horizon Health Network 
advising of the risk of infection associated 
with the colposcopy clinic not following 
recommended cleaning practices on for-
ceps used for biopsies and excluding any 
persons who opted out of the class action 
by providing a valid opt-out form by the 
opt-out deadline.

�Q JUSTICE

Resolution reached in class-action suit
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